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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last 
Office action is, persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. The 
amendment submitted March 8, 2007 has been entered. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 14 is objected to because it depends from a cancelled claim and therefore 
will not be further treated in this office action. 

Claim 27 is objected to because it is the same as Claim 7. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the . 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 3, 5, 8, 10-11, 13, 23, 25, 28, 30-31, 34 and 36-37 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Freeman in view of Maveety (5,054,299). 

Regarding Claims 1, 3, 23 and 37 Freeman discloses in Figure 1, a display 
apparatus comprising a flexible display member 12 (Col 2, lines 21-22), comprising a 
flexible electronic pixel array (LCD using a filter having an array of pixels 86 Figured 10, 
Col 5, lines 65+), and a control unit 14,18,39 (power source 14, integrated circuit Col 3, 
lines 59-60, and buttons 18) provided at one end of the display member, and the display 
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member 12 is in the form of a strip of a size suitable to be positioned around a limb of a 
user (watches or other wearable devices Col 1 , lines 4-5). Freeman fails to disclose the 
display apparatus as comprising a flexible display member capable of being shaped or 
molded by the application of hand pressure to a shape that is retained until the shape is 
again altered by hand pressure. Maveety discloses in Figures 1 and 1 1-12 a flexible 
display member 20 (for a watch or bracelet as shown in Figures 11-12) capable of being 
shaped or molded using hand pressure to a shape that is retained until the shape is 
again altered by hand pressure which is stiff enough without the use of a latch or other 
retainer (bendable metal bent to a selected form so remains, until being straightened 
and/or re-bent to the same or another configuration Col 3, lines 18-22) so that the same 
display member can be worn by all persons, children and arthritic persons of all ages 
(Abstract). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the display member of Freeman with the 
flexible display member of Maveety so that the same display member can be worn by all 
persons, children and arthritic persons of all ages 

Regarding Claim 5, Freeman discloses the use of light emitting polymers (display 
can comprise light emitting polymer displays Col 3, lines 55-57). 

Regarding Claims 8 and 28, Freeman discloses in Figure 1, controls (buttons 18) 
are provided on the control unit 14,18,39. 

Regarding Claims 10, Freeman discloses in Figure 6, the use of a timing circuit 
and the display member 12 is adapted to display time indicia to function as a watch (Col 
5, lines 15-20). 
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Regarding Claim 1 1 , Freeman discloses in Figures 6 and 10, a means for 
generating visual patterns on the display member 12 (numerical patterns and color 
patterns, Col 5, lines 65+, and graphical images Col 4, lines 12-15) and functions as an 
electronic bracelet (fits around a person's wrist, Col 2, lines 21-31). 

Regarding Claims 5, 13 and 25 Freeman discloses light emitting polymers on the 
display (display can comprise light emitting polymer displays Col 3, lines 55-57), but 
fails to disclose the display member as being bonded to a malleable strip (bendable 
metal bent to a selected form so remains, until being straightened and/or re-bent to the 
same or another configuration Col 3, lines 18-22) so that the same display member can 
be worn by all persons, children and arthritic persons of all ages (Abstract). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to bond the electroluminescent display to the strip because bonding components using 
adhesives or the like is a very common method of assembly that can be used readily. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to bond the display to the malleable strip of Freeman and Maveety 
because bonding is a very common method of assembly that can be readily used. 

Regarding Claim 28, Freeman discloses in Figure 1, controls (buttons 18) are 
provided on the control unit 14,18,39. 

Regarding Claim 30, Freeman discloses in Figure 6, the use of a timing circuit 
and the display member 12 is adapted to display time indicia to function as a watch (Col 
5, lines 15-20). 

Regarding Claim 31, Freeman discloses in Figures 6 and 10, a means for 
generating visual patterns on the display member 12 (numerical patterns and color 
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patterns, Col 5, lines 65+, and graphical images Col 4, lines 12-15) and functions as an 
electronic bracelet (fits around a person's wrist, Col 2, lines 21-31). 

Regarding Claim 34, Freeman discloses a display apparatus with a sound sensor 
(piezoelectric microphone Col 2, lines 39-47). 

Regarding Claim 36, Freeman discloses a display apparatus with a sound sensor 
(piezoelectric microphone Col 2, lines 39-47). 

Claims 7, 12, 18-20, 27 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Freeman and Maveety as applied to claims 1 and 37 above, and 
further in view of De La Huerga. 

Regarding Claims 7, 20, 27 and 3£ Freeman fails to disclose a control unit that is 
releasably secured to a distal portion of the display member. De La Huerga discloses in 
Figures 1-5, 10 a control unit (comprising transceiver, battery, and circuit board housed 
in element 204, Col 10, lines 37-42) which is releasably secured to a distal portion of a 
display member so that the display member can be disposed of and may be replaced to 
suit the user and the more expensive controller 204 can be sterilized and reused as a ID 
bracelet for a different patient in a hospital (Col 6, lines 9-16). Therefore it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the display apparatus of Freeman with a control unit that is releasably secured to 
the display member of Freeman so that the display member can be disposed of and the 
more expensive controller can be sterilized and reused as a ID bracelet for a different 
patient in a hospital environment. 
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Regarding Claim 12, Freeman fails to disclose the display member removably 
attached to the control unit. De La Huerga discloses in Figures 1-5, 10 a control unit 
(comprising transceiver, battery, and circuit board housed in element 204, Col 10, lines 
37-42) which is releasably secured to a display member so that the display member can 
be disposed of and may be replaced to suit the user and the more expensive controller 
204 can be sterilized and reused as a ID bracelet for a different patient in a hospital (Col 
6, lines 9-16). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the display apparatus of Freeman with a 
control unit that is releasably secured to the display member of Freeman so that the 
display member can be disposed of and the more expensive controller can be sterilized 
and reused as a ID bracelet for a different patient in a hospital environment. 

Regarding Claim 18, Freeman discloses in Figure 6, the use of a timing circuit 
and the display member 12 is adapted to display time indicia to function as a watch (Col 
5, lines 15-20). 

Regarding Claim 19, Freeman discloses in Figures 6 and 10, a means for 
generating visual patterns on the display member 12 (numerical patterns and color 
patterns, Col 5, lines 65+, and graphical images Col 4, lines 12-15) and functions as an 
electronic bracelet (fits around a person's wrist, Col 2, lines 21-31). 

Regarding Claims 27 and 32, Freeman discloses in Figure 1, a display apparatus 
comprising a flexible display member 12 (Col 2, lines 21-22), comprising a flexible 
electronic pixel array (LCD using a filter having an array of pixels 86 Figured 10, Col 5, 
lines 65+), and a control unit 14,18,39 (power source 14, integrated circuit Col 3, lines 
59-60, and buttons 18) provided at a distal end of the display member, and the display 
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member 12 is in the form of a strip of a size suitable to be positioned around a limb of a 
user (watches or other wearable devices Col 1 , lines 4-5). Freeman fails to disclose the 
display member as being readily removable from the control unit or the control unit 
releasably secured to the distal portion of the display member. De La Huerga discloses 
in Figures 1-5, 10 a control unit (comprising transceiver, battery, and circuit board 
housed in element 204, Col 10, lines 37-42) which is releasably secured to a distal 
portion of the display member so that the display member can be disposed of and may 
be replaced to suit the user and the more expensive controller 204 can be sterilized and 
reused as a ID bracelet for a different patient in a hospital (Col 6, lines 9-16). Therefore 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the display apparatus of Freeman with a control unit that is 
releasably secured to the display member of Freeman so that the display member can 
be disposed of and the more expensive controller can be sterilized and reused as a ID 
bracelet for a different patient in a hospital environment. 

arc 

Claims 9 and 29 ^rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Freeman and Maveety as applied to Claims 8 and 37 above and further in view of 
Blotky. Freeman fails to disclose the controls in the form of touch sensitive areas. 
Blotky discloses a controller on a bracelet display comprising touch screens or buttons 
(pg 6, Iine12) so that the wearer can program the microprocessor (pg 5, lines 1-2). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the display member of Freeman with the touch sensitive 
areas of Blotky so the wearer can program the microprocessor. 
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Claims 6 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Freeman and Maveety as applied to claim 25 above, and further in view of Kuroda. 

Regarding Claim 26, Freeman discloses the display member as comprising a 
filter layer (Col 5, lines 65-67), and discloses in Figures 2A and 2B, a flexible wearable 
illuminating device comprising an anti-moisture covering 26, (Col 3, lines 1-10). 
Freeman fails to disclose the display member having a rubber backing, and a thin strip 
of metal forming the malleable strip. However, Kuroda discloses in Figure 1 , a rubber 
backing 6 (Col 3, line 67-68) to prevent the human body from being hurt from the ends 
of the metal plate (Col 4, lines 23-26) and a stainless steel material used as the 
malleable thing metal strip because it maintains its luster semi-permanently (Col 2, 
Iines10-15). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to back the metal plate of Freeman with the rubber 
backing and stainless steel metal strip of Kuroda so that the human body is not hurt 
from the ends of the metal plate and the metal band maintains its luster semi- 
permanently. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments and remarks, filed 8 March 2007, and during the interview 
have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been 
withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, new grounds of rejection have been 
made. 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Proellochs (4,958,279) discloses a band, which is moldable to a 
wearer's wrist. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert May whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
5919. The examiner can normally be reached between 9 am- 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jong (James) Lee can be reached on (571) 272-7044. The fax number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300 for 
all communications. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval PAIR system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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